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In 1840, the first locomotive rolled into Raleigh. In that same year the new State Capital was completed. Passion 
and excitement for greater prosperity in Raleigh filled the air. Officers of state, judges, stockholders and citizens 
observed this double event with a three-day celebration in a downtown warehouse, ringing in new hope for an 
economic boom.

The years since have seen that prosperity slowly take hold and reach a pinnacle with the growth of the suburbs 
in the 1950s and 60s. But the growth outside of the city’s core took most of the life force from urban retailers and 
businesses. Many nights the sound of the train must have been a singular noise on the west side of downtown.

However, a 
passion for downtown 
living and its 
convenience is coming 
back and another inner-
city economic boom 
seems to be looming on 
the horizon.

The city has 
redeveloped parts of 
the downtown area, 
such as City Market 
and Fayetteville Street 
Mall. But, another part 
of downtown Raleigh is 
also on the rise, fueled 
mostly by the private 
sector.

The west side of downtown, commonly known as the warehouse district, is experiencing a resurgence. The 
excitement is expressed in the remarks of Ann-Cabell Baum, the Marketing Coordinator for developer Roland 
Gammond of White Oak Properties. “The rejuvenation in that part of downtown is tremendous, and it’s so very exciting 
to be a part of the common bond that is forming,” said Baum. “I wouldn’t want to do anything else.”

Roland Gammond is developing condominiums called Park Devereux, to be built across from Nash Square. He 
has completed the Martin Place condos on Martin Street, as well as other residential projects in the downtown area.

Baum said that people of all types, from first-time buyers to retiring couples to young couples with children want 
the convenience and lifestyle of an urban setting.

“The urban environment offers a fresh alternative,” said Baum, “and being able to have the convenience of only 
walking a few blocks for dinner or coffee, or to listen to live music are jut a few of the aspect people are attracted to.”

Smedes York, head of York Properties, repeats that sentiment.
“Many people are moving in closer,” said York. He states that people are becoming more attracted to an urban 

setting. According to York, the city has been willing to work with him on projects in the warehouse district, one of 
which ha just recently gotten under way. 150 St. Mary’s Street Condos, a 48-unit residential townhome project, is being 
built on the site of the old Byrum Lumber Yard on Hargett Street.

And while more residential housing is needed to continue the growth on the west side, several businesses are 
clearly thriving.

This view from the Boylan Heights bridge shows the warehouse district nestled against downtown 
Raleigh’s office buildings. PHOTO BY THOMAS BABB PHOTOGRAPHY
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 Nancy Kitchner established West Side 
Furnishings, LLC three years ago. She said that 
while some people are not use to shopping in the 
area, her growth has been strong and steady. She 
has just moved her store to the corner of West 
and Hargett Streets from Dawson Street to double 
her space. Kitchner plans to continue that growth 
and knock out a back wall, allowing for a bed and 
bath accessories area to complete her line of home 
furnishings, accessories and gifts.
 The interior of West Side has been painted 
with stenciled and freehand designs from the 
floor up. This interior work as well as some of 
her accessory lines are made by local artists. 
The store caters to a wide variety of shoppers by 
offering a wide price range. Once can find new or 
retro home furnishings or small accessory items. 
Kitchener said she wanted to offer a place that 
would attract someone who could get a card and 
a gift without having to clean out their wallet, as 
well as someone who would be interested in her 
new furnishings, some of which are covered with 
antique fabrics featuring patterns and soft colors 
that are mixed and matched.
 Sharing part of the space with West Side 
is Home Economics, owned and operated by Julie 
Carlton. This store offers home accessories from 
weaved wire baskets to bowls made of exotic fruit 
shells, to candle holders and specialty clocks.
 Capital City Antiques is located below 
these businesses and is filled with a selection of 
antiques.
 William-Cozart, Inc, which offers home 
furnishing and accessories, is located on South Harrington Street. Down the street is Classic Antiques, a shop for sales 
and restoration of furniture and architectural elements.
 Entertainment is another important growing market in the warehouse district. The Wicked Smile, near West Side 
Furnishings, offers a formal to casual dining experience with a variety of live jazz on the weekends.
 Another business is a newly opened Warehouse, entertainment complex and restaurant. Yadi Parangi, consultant, 
designer and visionary for the restaurant, began with the idea of an entertainment complex three years ago.
“I remember reading in Money Magazine that Raleigh was the number one place to live,” said Parangi. He said that this 
area had high scores in all categories except for the leisure and entertainment category. And since his restaurant business 
in Silicon Valley was established, he decided that this area had great potential for applying his expertise.
 Parangi said that he is one of the first to begin the resurgence on the west side three years ago, and many people 
believed he was crazy to be such a pioneer. His first efforts began with Button South nightclub, which closed due to a 
poor match or partnership. However, the Warehouse is now well established.
 “We usually do 3000 people for a single weekend night and sometimes have a wait of two hours”, said Parangi.
 When you first walk into the Warehouse restaurant you are invited into a large but cozy room with antique 
furniture arranged for privacy and comfort, and to partition various sections of the large space. All of the furniture is for 
sale, from a $45 antique chair to a $5,00 antique clock. Parangi’s menu offers American Tapas for lighter fares as well as 
full course items, all very reasonably prices.

The white building is home to William Cozart, Inc, a furniture shop on South 
Harrington. PHOTO BY THOMAS BABB PHOTOGRAPHY

The Martin Place condominiums provide living space in an urban setting.
PHOTO BY THOMAS BABB PHOTOGRAPHY
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 The warehouse has a DJ on many nights. There’s a painted dance floor, pool tables and a martini lounge with over 
150 recipes, including a very interesting recipe for a coffee martini. There are areas for cigar aficionados. Parangi said 
that his ventilation system in the complex can completely refresh the air in three minutes.
 Other restaurants and bars are Jullian’s Billard Cafe and, just across Hillsborough Street, the 42nd Street Oyster 
Bar, 518 Restaurant and the coming South Side Brewery on West Street. On this side of the warehouse district one will 
find art and antique shops, the Havana Deluxe nightclub and other businesses along the south ends of West Street and 
Glenwood Avenue. Two new office retail projects are planned in the area.
 Cline Davis Architects, PA and Hamilton Merritt, Inc. are developing the Powerhouse Square, which will be a 
5,000 square foot retail, office and residential complex. 
York Properties and developer Neil Coke are planning 
another retail, residential and office space at 510 
Glenwood, a project that will include 120,000 square 
feet of retail space on the first level, 40,000 square feet 
of office space on the second and third levels, and three 
more levels of residential condos.
 More housing would only sustain this retail and 
entertainment growth. George Chapman, Director of 
the Raleigh Planning Commission, said that this area 
is not officially slated for redevelopment. The private 
market is fueling the growth on the wests side, he said. 
But the city does support that growth by changing or 
modifying zoning regulations whenever necessary, and 
increasing housing overlay extensions.
 Dillon Industrial supply Company has several 
warehouses and stores that have been on sale since 
1994. And, like other property holders in that area, 
Dillon seems to be waiting for the right time to sell. 
Chapman said that the rapid development in the area 
may drive the price of some of these properties above 
the market value and therefore slow the growth a bit. 
But Baum still expects plenty of growth over the next 
several years.
 Developments in the Triangle transportation 
my precipitate yet another boom in the warehouse 
district.
 A station is proposed for the warehouse district 
that eventually would be part of the Triangle Transit 
Authority’s railway system connecting the entire Triangle area. Chapman said this project could be completed by the 
year 2005. With a station located in that area, more people are likely to venture downtown from other parts of Raleigh, 
inside and outside of the beltline.
 Chapman said the studies for a historic district near the Amtrak station have been completed. An historic 
designation could lead to funding for the development and preservation of buildings in that area, which would be 
another boom for the district.
 “People say that there’s nothing to do downtown, note true”, said Lee Tripi, designer for West Side Furnishings. 
Demand breeds supply and there is a real demand, he said.
 The warehouse district attracts an increasingly wide range of people. Soon, you just might find yourself among 
the growing crowd of west side shoppers and residents.

###

West Side Furnishings moved into this corner space at West and Hargett.
PHOTO BY THOMAS BABB PHOTOGRAPHY


